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Excerpt: . .. In 1702, Hochmann was imprisoned in the castle at Detmold by Count zur Lippe-Detmold for over-
free statements about the state churches. As a condition to regaining his liberty he wrote out his confession of
faith, which may be taken as a statement of the principles held in common by himself and Mack. This
document, next to the Bible, was the most important influence that led to the organization of the German
Baptist or Dunker church. Because of its importance and direct bearing upon our early history, | have
translated the article entire, and will here insert it for the benefit of the reader. 1 Copy of a Pietistic Confession
of Faith. After it had been announced to me yesterday evening that his Gracious Lordship had assented to my
dismissal, on condition that | beforehand would give a short confession of my faith, | have herewith prepared
such (an article) very briefly as follows: 1. | believe one eternal, only, allpowerful, every where-present God, as
he has revealed himself in the Old Testament as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; in the New Volume,
however, as the Father, Son and Spirit, Matt. 28, v. 19, and | do not find it in my soul necessary to dispute or
criticise much about it: but | regard it better to submit ones self humbly to this eternal Godly Being in the
Father, Son, and Spirit and to experience his inner workings, as the Father reveals the Son inwardly...
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