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acknowledgment of our national independence, we have enjoyed more than fiFy-eight of general peace; our
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and the happiness of the individual. Under these circumstances our people have grown up with habits and
dispositions essentially pacific, and it is to be hoped that these feelings may not soon be changed. But in all
communities opinions sometimes run into extremes; and there are not a few among us who, dazzled by the
beneficial results of a long peace, have adopted the opinion that war in any case is not only useless, but actually
immoral; nay, more, that to engage in war is wicked in the highest degree, and even brutish. All modern ethical
writers regard unjust war as not only immoral, but as one of the greatest of crimes-murder on a large scale.
Such are all wars of mere ambition, engaged in for the purpose of extending regal power or national
sovereignty; wars of plunder, carried on from mercenary motives; wars of propagandism, undertaken for the
unrighteous end of compelling men to adopt certain religious or...
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