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hand, a crude but vital America has sprung up from the soil, undermining, feeding, and transforming the
America of tradition. This young America was originally composed of all the prodigals, truants, and
adventurous spirits that the colonial families produced: it was fed continually by the younger generation, born
in a spacious, half-empty world, tending to forget the old straitened morality and to replace it by another, quite
jovially human. This truly native America was reinforced by the miscellany of Europe arriving later, not in the
hope of founding a godly commonwealth, but only of prospering in an untrammelled one. The horde of
immigrants eagerly accepts the external arrangements and social spirit of American life, but never hears of its
original austere principles, or relegates them to the same willing oblivion as it does the constraints which it has
just escaped - Jewish, Irish, German, Italian, or whatever they may be. We should be seriously deceived if we
overlooked for a moment the curious and complex relation between these two Americas. Let me give you one
illustration. Professor Norton, the friend of Carlyle, of Ruskin, and of Matthew Arnold, and, for the matter of
that, the friend of everybody, a most urbane, learned, and exquisite spirit, was descended from the most typical
of New England divines: yet he was loudly accused, in public and in private, of being un-American. On the other
hand, a Frenchman of ripe judgement, who knew him perfectly, once said to me: Norton wouldn t like to hear it,
but he is a terrible Yankee. Both judgements were well grounded. Professor Norton s mind was...
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